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N botland ts bis Friend in England, 
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CY 6 >: E T's 00 word har many of * otherwiſe well affected 2 
0 to the preſenę Government and Proteſtant Sucreſſion, have yet 2 | == 
** | dear d with io much Refentment againſt the oo Does: for « =— 
6-3 M& tho' we are not yet fallen under. the unhappy Conſequences . 1 
8 4 - which we dread, it is plain that all the Terms of 11 re not been | Y 

. We — — preſerw d, as to carry us beyond all Fear of a Pernicious wt 1 
1 e our ee fiaftical Conſtioutron'; notwithſtanding s hae: 3 2 

2 feaſible oy (inp $ pretended” by ſome } wie have got 3s 1 

titles of Onion. de good Logick to argue from leſſer to ter * 1 
„„ Things to wit, From ——— ents in Civil Matters to 15 2 1 9 

/ lity introducing what — — they think fit in Matters of b 2 1 
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pense ro Exqre themſelves, it is out of the Reach Tour | 


Tot this "Ker nas clears Eight a8 p ble, wl without 5 


„ Ji Af De EE Tet hall pa over every thing that may ſeem like an” 
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Fi us how tne Conlence io 70 1 Man 2 
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If we in Scotland had not felt the woful Effects of their n 8 *s 

it is likely a leſs Degree of Jealouſie wou'd have ſerv'd turn; but the. 

Impreſſion it made is hardly cool upon our Minds. The Perſecution © 


we fell under by an Exorbjtant Church Power, made ſuch a Wound as 


is ghaſtly enough to conſider ; and tho the Anguith is, in ſome mea- : 
ſare.abated,and skin'd over by the Sovereign Baſſom of Liberty, and tha | 
' Reſtoration of our Church Government, yet, as the Change and Altera- -, 
tion of the Air affects Old Bruiſes, ſo the great Alterations and Chan- 
es in the State alarm us, eſpecially when they ſeem to proceed from . 
Principles that have an Appearance of the Old Bloody Complèx ion. 
Sufferings are not fo agreeable, to Humane Nature, but we may 9 9 
ſtart at the Ap prehenſiens of Danger, how groundleſs ſoever the 
may be, without being Cenſur'd as Ridiculous' Tis no Crime to 
be afraid of the Fire that once ſcorcht us, and had almoſt Given the | 
finiſhing Stroke to our Valuable Bleſſings. Whether any Praſpe& 
of this Kind preſents it ſelf from the Circumſtances we are in, let 
Impartial Reaſon judge, and then we ſhall ſee whether ſuch an Alte- 4 5 400 
ration is not more than probable. Such Meaſures and Proceedings: 
are intended to produce ſuitable. Effects; the Means and the Ed 
bear ſome Proportion to each other. And whatever eventually 
proves otherwiſe, it is owing to the Over-ruling Hand of Provi- 
dence which often interrupts the Courſe of Humane Affairs, and di- 
res to an End fo far beſides the Intentions. of Men, that it juſtly 
challenges our Reverence tothe Wiſdom of Divine Government, . 
which can-with ſo much eaſe ſuperſede the moſt pernicious. Scheme 
of Humane Affairs, when it is neceſſary for ſome eminent Illuſtration. 
of his Glory, and the Safety of his People. It's well our Confi- 
dence is above Men, who commonly make Intereſt the Rule of Right, 
and Wrong, and regard the Laws of Civil Societies and ee Pe”, 
no further then juſt will ſerve a Turn, or elſe [repreſent them with _ 
ſuch falſe Gloſſes, as are only calculated to feed the Humour and En- 
mity of 4 Prewailing · Faflwon,. oO ina oe ohh 
— What can we expect as the Reſultof this nion, while ſuch a Laws — 
is in force as injoins the Sacramental TeFF to be the Qualification of 
every C and Military Trait, How can it be imagin'd that ever 
ſuch an Union can be for Common Good, or the Equal Intereſt off 
both Nations, when the Terms are ſo very unequaþ? The Founda- 
tions of our Government have been unhing d; our Fundamental Laws - 
chang ; our Conſtitution quite alter“d, and yet the Repeal of the 
Teſt, which is but one ſingle Law, canꝰt be procured to Cement the, + 
Coalition. It ſeems more like a Politick Conqueſt of our Iäberties 
than an Union; while, by ſuch à Fence as this is, one Faction effe. 
Rually ſecures the 2 Fit. This is- a Pawer b 1 : 
that if-there is not a due. Homage done to it, they will not find it dif. 
fieult to ſtrain an Article to Oblige us to it. Articles are às little 


ee ee as the Laws of Sicily were againſt 
— -o — O27 hin, ® 
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_ Fi juſt Prijudice, and_ no l ee of our 
Frars; and the Quarrel-we have commene d apainſt it, is not found- . 
ed u n Superficial Reaſons, or meer Civil Inconyeniencies, tho this 
carries a 
a Scandal to a Chriſtian Nation, an Engine of Prophaneſs, contriv' 
to undermine the Reverence that "oy ould bear to Divine Inſtitu- 
way; It is turning Religion into a Common Waſte, and roſtitu⸗ 511th 

it to the meaneſt Services of Politick Contrivance, and, forcing it 
cquey after the Power and Intereſt of Faction. 

Finn leaft this ſhould fall under the Cenſure of a, Heap of Words, 
without the Force of Reaſon and Aer n + ſhall repreſent its . 
r | 4 

1. With the Rule of our Holy Religion...” E 5 4 
2. With our Civil Intereſt; © | 
4 1 i 1 Gall rep repreſent the Inconſiſteney of this Lan, A. the Rule 
1 gion, tho“ Tam ſenſible whatever A 17 — ament comes 
rop 


mg this rter, will be but of little Weight with hane Poli- 
_ vicians, Religion is the Subject of Burleſque, and too much the 
Gommon Scorn of the Age; and there is no further Reg ard to th 
then as it ſerves the Politick 'Deſig ns of thoſe that N at nothi. 
beyond their on Intereſt, it only credited as a Scheme 
Enthuſiaſin, and o inally intended as an Artifice by their Prede- + 
ceſſors, to draw in Perſons to their Party, and calculated as an Im- 
_ poſition upon Mankind to ſerve Secular * Serv and Purpoſes. This 
would be an Affront to the Age we . in, if the ors was not 
* from ſuch Common Principles and Practices is Rand in a di- 
rect 0 poſition to the Doctrines and Rules of Religion; and does 
y ſhew we are as much wth and ſunk into Senſuality, as 
Vorld was winding up Bottom, and we were [Ripe for 
the General Conflagration. We run Parallel with the 'worſt of 
Times, inſom̃uch that we may expreſs our e in Rog Words of a. 
_ Heathen PR, © Þ 8 
— 0 Sceleri non invenit i 7 ”" n 
Women, & A nullo poſuit Natura Met APCs; 
"Religion is a Reproach to a Man's Character, and he Sem man- 
ner, as Ridiculous as Noab did to the Old World, or Lot to the Sado- 
mites, I could wiſh all this Warmth was miſtaker Zeal, and only 
the Eſſect of an Intempemte Pang but it 1 too viſible to be without 
| Reaſon, and the Con eren F it preſſes me with that Argument, : 
that I can hardly encourage my ſelf-to enter in any, ume 
that may ſeem like the Defence of pn al the UNrea 
N of „ ophane Age, 
r, excuſe this reid, Mall Ah tis, ares. 
as ok 118 Hit mw Contrarie of this Law woche, Rules; 
of our Holy Religion.” 


1. It is apparent 28 al gool 
End in the Recei e Sacrament, that muſt eonſequentlypro«-- 
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eight ſufficient, But it is a Notorious Affront to Religion H 5 
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Let's conſult the ſacred Oracles, and ſee how they direct. 


Matth. 26 eb” ab: IRS.» 
* took Bread and bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave it to the Diſciples 
26,27, 28. Take eat, This is my Body > And he took the Cup atid gave Thanks, and 
gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it, for this is my Blood of the 


New-Teſftament, which is bed for many for the Remiſſion of Sins. So in 


Luk. 2 2. 19. another 4 * they are required to eat and drink in remembrance of him. 
1 Cor. 11. This is the 


— 


ved as a Memorial of his Sufferings, in regard of the Cauſe, Occaſion, 

Manner, and Ends thereof. This is the plain End of the l 

and there is an Aptitude in all the Circumſtances of this great Solem- 

nity, and in the various Actions that are requir'd of us to give a juſt 

Repreſentation of the Extent of his Sufferings; and whatever ſubor- 

dinate Ends may be thought of or imply'd in chis, are ſuitable to the 
lorious End of his Dying for us: This Senſe is confirm'd by the Bo- 


ctrine of the Church of England, as contain'd in her Litingy Articles, 


and Homilies, and y the concurring Opinions of ſeveral of her 
Divines. | | 5 ee Pr ITE, 


In the Liturgy the Miniſter is directed to uſe this Exhortation be- 


fore the Celebration of the Sacrament : Dearly Beloved; I pur peſe, thro 
God's Aſſiftance, to adminifter to all ſuch as ſpall be religignf'y . 
diſpos d, the maſt ws e Sacrament of the Body and Blood Crit, 
to be by them received in Remembrance of his meritorious Groſs and Paſſion, 
whereby we alone obtain the Remiſſion of our Sins, and are made Partakers 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. e 
> In Article 28. they ſay, It is a Satifgggnent of our Redemption by Chrifts 
Death, inſomuch that to ſuch as rightIwort] n 
the ſume, the Bread which we break is a partaking of Chriſt und likewiſe 

the Cup of Bleſſing is a partaking of the Blood of Crit. ERA 


Homily the 21ft,, Nom with like or rather with more Brevity.you ſhall 


hear how many Sacraments there be that were inſtituted by our Saviour 
Chrift, and are to be continued and received of every Chrifti an in tue Time 
and Order, and for ſuch purpoſe as our Saviour Chriſt willed them to be 
reteived. | | 


Bp. Kild r The Opinions of all the moſt religions Divines harmonize in this 


in his Diſ- Point. Says one, The Ends of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper are 


cdurſe of theſe that follow : 1. The Renewal of that Covenant whith we enter d into in 


the Lord's our Baptiſm. 2. That we fyould remember the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in laying 
Supper. down his Life for us. 3. That Chriſtians might by it be united together in 
the ſtricteſt Bond of Love and Charity. 4. Another great End of tbis Sa- 
crament is, That we might have a full aſſurance of Gods Readineſs ro beftom. 
upon us 4 Pardon of our Sins, and the great Mercies of the Goſpel, which 

G 


hath declared himſelf ready to beftow upon all 'thoje "who perf orm the, 


Condinions of the new Covenant. 
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Pelling's 


ccount the Apoſtle: Paul had received of the Lord, and 
23, 24+ has given us, Do this in Remembrance of me. The Senſe of all 5 
| which amounts to this, that theſe common Elements ſhould be recei- 


Jeſus * 
4 
d 


nſtitution, 


705 and with Faith receive 


Diſcourſe * Another lays, This Myſtery was inſtituted as'a Federal and Covenant 


of the Sa- Rite, to be nſed under the Goſpel, to engage all ſuch as Aſe it to. the ſtrict 
fergation of that Religion which Fl eb ea by the GG pe. 
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Dag. 7* | 


is Sy if, it were r ot a treſpaſs upon your 
ent. es 5 0 e the d of . 158 Inſtitution, and that 


Table pervetſion <P: Ge it, as is contrary to the perſect Rule 
Faith, the 8 7 55 'd Do@rim, of the Church of Fugland, and the 
Sentiments of the moſt devout and judicious Members of it. 
"How then is it poflible to reconcile two ſuch differing Ends to this?! : 
* divine MO, unleſs there was ſomething in the Naturs of it that 


25 accommodated to aqfwer both? For there is a vaſt Difference: 


een eating and drinking to remember the h of Chriſt; and 
FO (ISS be for a a Place i in the Civil 28 Nay, f 


Ilie 
1 been Fark to Soc to obtain a 4 to! toſell Ale, (for ſo low 
n 8 2rhap e known AO 


lofi Ton, a an 745 ſider 2 er ule e of it but the ſe- 
me 1 Which without taking it they 
ve 8 Yar any th Pd the Sacrament that has 
Bog) ogy-or Reſerablangy to Tuch à ſecular Deſign? Let's» 
x the 1 a pet he Things ſignified: Bread 7 Wine are the 


5 


Mer 9 0 Pain and e glorious Effects of his Media- 

Ne he.certainty Th theſe Mercies, to thoſe who by Faith apply 

2 gr, to piritmal 45 and pur poſes : th en What 
f have to ſuch a p 


aten in u [pt 
221800 can 4 1 itual Ordinance, 1 


vou will 2 tt 3 — the Intention af the firſt 
deſtroy t a Signification and Senſe al! this holy Myer? 

Sure- Sure th is is a 1 5 equal to that of the Corinthians, who had N 

5 ps an. 


89921 it to the onde of Luxury and Wantonnek, and d & 

Wa t is a EE, nd 7 in uſarping: an _ 

19510 Which no R can lay the le eder 9 apply 
out 


Inſtitutions to ſach Ends as only ſerve the. Inte 
5 their Nature and Origina], as has been aid, A itt 
ſecular Affairs, as that They can't be intended or deſigned To, 


| uch an Accommodation. Therefore the ſupreme Power uns into+ 


an- W Which it has no 8 ce, let t 12 
eſs it can 


ſuppos fat | 
| LAWS Cee, hich are for 8 15 an aer ee ge can . 


ow the 1 Ne the Law is 3 Fiel Tresen 2. as in tn. of 


And. 5 Tel n 
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8 to the onfi marign of all this, who have 
Patience. 


7 princi xcipally aims at, is an into—-— 


„and ought to be _ aud Art.; 3. 
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/ © To. 
of Chriſt, to 1 his Laws to ſuch mean Uſes a5 they never 
Were appointed to? Which muſt infer-either an Invaſion upon his 
Prerogatzve, or elſe that it is within the Verge of humane Authority 
co pervert the Laws of Chriſt as may be moſt convenient for the com- 
mon Intereſt of Civil Societies. Pte SORT A 
What may be objected againſt this will be the Title of the Act, 
| jo is, An A8 for preventing Dangers which may happen from Popiſh 
j Recuſants. „ . 
I do not at all queſtion the hearty Concurrence of all true Pybteſtams 


«av 


of Reproach, and a great Impropriety, unleſs it could be juſtified 
| F 2 l. However it was judg'd 
| proper. enough. to ſerve the purpoſe of branding Men of Conſcience 
- with the moſt oehs Character. If this Law did not ſpring from 
theſe malignant Principles, yet it may be evident they had a power- 
ful Influence in the — of it, if there is any regard to the Obſer- - 
vation of a worthy Gentleman that has writ upon this Subject, who 
expreſſes himſelf thus. | | | 
4 Colleftion © But if you pleaſe, Sir, to recolle& your ſelf, and call to Mind 
of state © that this Act of Parliament was made in that very Year that Alder- 
Tracts, © man Love complain'd in the Houſe of Commons of the Inylſion that 
Vol. x. ©*< King Charles II. had made upon the Law, in iſſuing a Declaration 
P. 703. © for Liberty of Conſcience againſt expreſs Acts of Parliament, (for 
_ © which that Gentleman hath been deſervedly had in very greatEſteem 
© by Engliſhmen of all Perſuaſions) you ma give a ſhrewd Gueſs out 
of whoſe Quiver this Arrow flew ; for altho' the Word Popiſh Re- 
cuſant was made uſe of, yet it is to me very plain, that the Prate- 
© tant Recuſant was intended, and that out of Revenge, ¶cauſe he 
© was then fo juſt to the Liberty and Property ofth&Subje&in gene- 
ral, that he would gather abridge himſelf of his Liberty of ſervi p 
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a thing to the placing a ' Diſpenſing Nin Os TOWN, of which out | 
W are tofoundly norant. | COR 
a Taz i dd Dance ofPolititks that ha th date inan A be e 
in the Notions of Arbitrary Power had their firſt Riſe, and theprins 
: ipal Concern of the major Part of the Biſhops W do eſtablifty* = 
ö _ _ NecularDignity __ Ds tho' it was by introducing the high {ITY 
Profanene 1 on ſe to 3 Men of Piety, and thoſe that „ 
7 uad any juft ſenſe of the Liberty of Mankind, from makingany Op- ES 
1 | ign of RIO uy _ to the Account We Ag: Natters: in t e . 
5 Ot Kin ames 3 
t among all the Nancy "that theſe Times were guilty of gone oY of, 
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2 * 4 
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| 4.6 of the Maxkerado s preſented ſo horrid a Vizard as the Churchman's, 
| 55 * For ſome of the Bi e Recreations and Liberty to the Vol. 2. 
‚ 6 © Servants wr 9 th they . — themſelves Pag. 72+ 


Ha. ? too much already) procurgd in t out a Boo eke permit 
| 3 8 Dancing abont May poles, Fk Ales an and ſuch. 04 d 3 
. # ciſes, . the Sabbath-Day; after Eveaing;Fagger, 
63 4 ous way to make the King and them W to den "Which 
| - _*© Book came out with a Command enjoining all Miniſters to read it 


£ — their Pariſhioners, and #6approve of it; and thoſe that did el 
5 t into the Hig Commiſſion, imp riſon'd, an . 07 
3 1 rap to atch ſome dodleiehtt Nes that 2 


1 they could hot otherwiſe witk AKcheir Cunning enſnare; for oe _ 
£ wolld'p reach the Goſpel in a Fagl's Coat, (as * e of em expreſt it) te 
© rather han be filenc'd for a Surplice; and conferring of them 8 
with Croſs in Baptiſm, and the Citele of the Ring in Marriage | 
» conld not make a well-compos'd Reaſon and a ſound Conſcience tern 
© ſtart at it: But when ſo frightful an Apparition as the Blacing-Book Jt 
, 1 pear d, ſome of of the Miniſters left all for Fear, others by Force, 5 
they were ſo terrified with it, Theſe and. ſuch- like Machinations of 
« he Bilhops, to maintain their temporal Greatneſs, Eaſe, and Plen- 3 
8 the Stones i inthe Walls of their: Balace and the Beam 67M 
Y . in the Timber afterward ry ont, mouldeFaway, and come to no- 
' © thing: Whereas I thoſe in moſt Authority 1 not been ſo Pragma- 
9 tical, but Holy, Prudent, and Godly Nieten as Archbiſhop Abbor | 
© and others of the Function were) their ight might ſtill have ſhin'd he. i 
on the Mount, and not have gone out as it did, offenlive to the N-. 3 
_ © ftrils of the Rubbiſh of the People. * 
This was an ill Prefident to Poſterity, and it had fo un} happy an In- Whitlock 
fluence in the ſucceeding Reign, as to lead them to act the ſame Part Page * 
over again, which met with the Diſguſt it was liable to from all good 
Men; an rainy was 2 Means, concurring with other arbitrary 
Proceelings, oo about thoſe Prejudices which worl# the Ruin of — 
the whole 3 by, This was a continued Vein of Politicks, and it was 8 
the fame Scheme of Principles uſner d in the Er Cetera Oath, Super- 
Hg, and fi nations in Doctrine into the Church. Theſe Methods 
ere-io iy ſuited to N on the Nene of a yep Inde- 
VET 'B wank 


= oor and neu . n r Wenn 


{ | 
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pendent Church Government, that as ſoon as ever Epiſe 
Fftor'd. they run into the ſame Mara This as It 

ned the Terms of Conformity, and required ſuch Solemn 
to all the Parts of the Prelatical Conſtitution. This gave Birth to 


that abſurd Maxim of, No 38 King :. And it had no inconfi-- 
derable Influence in paſſing that Declaration, That it is not Lamſul 


pon any Pretence whatſoever to take Arms againſt the King, &c. and that. 
they ſhould not at any time endeauour any Alteration in Church or State. 
This was a plain Deſign upon the Conftitutign, and of laying the: 
| Fur Ruin of our Liberty, 
and laying Snares for thoſe that wanted the Craft and Villany / 
the Liberties of. their Country. This was ſeconded by the 


Foundations of. Epiſcopal Juriſdiftion on the 


to betray 


have paſs d as Current Articles of the Doctrine of 
Providence had not confuted em and reſcu d ou rLi 


the Church, i 
_ almoſt ſwallow'd up by em. All the Severities which fell 8 


ſame Root of Bitterneſs, and principally intended to 
ters of -all Legal — 


the leaſt generous Concern fur the Honour of Religion, to venture 


upon ſuchMeaſures as notorioulfy. tend to debaſe it to ſo vile aPurpoſe, 
as to make it the Inftrament of · Oppreiſion, and depriving Men of 


their Nag Rights and Liberties. 
2. Another O 


Words of the Act are thus, And be it further Enacte 
every Perſon or Perſons that Mall be: admitted, entred, placed, or talen 
into any Office or Offices, Civil or Military, or Hall receive any Pay, Sa- 
lary, Fee or Wages, hy reaſon of any Patent or Grant of bi- 77 
ſhall have Command or Place of Tr 


lification for the Partaking of the Lo 


. not. then a Notorious Inv 


perſeding of. his Law. af 


neceſſary ? 
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ters, the Teſt Act, Occaſional Bill, were Branches deen from he 

| arm Ditten- 

r, and to render them uncapable of Sup- 

” porting the Civil Intereſt of the Nation, which they. were always | 
zealous for. When all theſe Confiderations are join'd together, how -. 
could it be expected that Divine Inſtitutions ſhould meet. with che 
Regard which was due to them, hen it was not Religion, but a 
Temporal Grandeur they principally endeavour'd to eftabliſh; for 
it was impoflible for Men of Sedateneſs and Conſideration, who had 


jection againſt this Act, ariſes from the Obligation 
it lays on all in any Poſt in the Civil Government to take the Sarra- - 
ment, without any Regard to the Fitneſs the Law of Chriſt requires 
before we make our; Approach to thoſt᷑ Solemn «wo "Ihe . 
» That all, and 


| a . ajefty, or 
uft from, or under his Majeſty, his. 
Heirs and Succeſſors, &c. ſhall Recezve the Sacrament of the Lord's- - 
Supper, according to the Uſage of the Church of England, &c. Is it 
not a juſt and a fair Inference from the Tenour of this Act, that the 
bearing any Office in the n ſuppos d to be a ſufficient 
ns ) ord's- Supper? Otherwiſe tube 
Obligation to ſo Solemn a Duty, ſhould have been limited to thoſe - 
Qualifications Chriſt hath required, and which are ſuitable to the Na- 
ture of the Inſtitution. . But what ReſpeR is there to this? Is it 
In of the Prerogative of Chrift, and ſu- 
Does it not rain the 1 7 
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© and Blood of Chriſt out Saviour; we eat an drink SY . 9 5 
c 423 not 3 the Tre Body: : We kindle God's MY | | 
yoke him to plague tis wit diverſe 1 
« nary Ki . Death, 
"in the Book of Flomiltes there are Dmections to che Ame pur- 3 
oe. * Wherefore" that it be not ſaid to us 4 it was to the Gueſt of that "8 
es gr Hund, bow cam thou in hither, not having the Max. Pas- 
riage Garment. * ' 44 that we 1 ; y e uſe Se, Paul's Cannſel - . 1 : 
1 - Zet a Aan prove hiaſelf, and at of that Oc We miſt certainly : — 
"Y * know that three thing: be requiſite: br him which mould ſeemly, and as le- . 
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*Page 176 Dr. Hammond delivers his Opinion conſonant to this in his Pra- * 
ical Catechiſm. Queſt. What is required of them which come io the - 
Lord's Supper ? 5 ß. FE e 

© Anſ. No more but that every Man is infinitely concern'd to have: 
* his Soul always poſſeſt. with every part of that Preparation; that 
i ( the careleſs Oſcitancy and fatal Stupidity of the We 


bay 


- © thus require of our ſelyes, are five, 1. True Repentance: 2. KA 


1 
* 


mity to him, and to anſwer all the Ends of his Dying for us, elſe to 
ſe, 


| were celebrate the Lord's-Supper. If Atheiſm, . Ignorance, Impeni- 
4u | - tence, Prophaneſs, are no Bars to the Partaking of. the Sacrament, . 
1 | what Regard is there then to a Divine Conſtitution, wherein all the 
1 Methods of our Proceeding in this Affair are ſettled? Or how (ſince the - 15 
1 Church is oblig'd to admit ſuch Perſons) can they reconcile their 
= Doctrine and Practice, when ſuch offer themſelves to their Commu- _ 
=_—i nion, whoſe Principles and Practices render” them e Er 
b ble according to their own ſettled and ſtated Doctrine? | 
_ Bi 5 2. It will eaſily appear (if theſe are the Qualifications which are 
1 required by the Law of Chriſt) that this Law is inconſiſtent with it. 
_ 1. If a Man does examine himſelf according to the Rule the Apiftle 
1 5 preſcribes in the Account he gives of this Bon ; and if he is* 
FB | thereby convinc'd (tho he could comply with the ſage of the Church * 
—_ f England.) that the Receiving of the Bleſſed Sacrament as a Quali- 
11 fication for a Civil Truſt, is inconſiſtent with the Nature and End of 1 
1 | { Holy an Inſtitution. Therefore he is afraid to comply with it, leaſt, by - 

eating and drinking for ſuch unworthy Ends, he ſhould be guilty of 

the Body and Blood of Chriſt, and eat and drink Damnation to him- 

ſelf. Vet this Law incapacitates him, however great his Ability may 
be, for the Serving of the Government. | . 
45 | # 
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2. If a Man be convyinc'd that he is really unfit by his Exceſ-and' 
Debauchery; and that it would be the hig] t derne to receive 

the Lord's Supper, While blemiſhed with ſo many Immoralities, (tho 
otherwiſe a Member of the Church of England) yet he mult venture 

on his Damnation, or lobſe his Office And is not this then a barba- 
rous Impoſition to fetter Men with ſüch dangerous Temptations, 
that either they muſt comply againſt the Force of their Comiction, 

or looſe all means of a preſent Subſiſtence, and thereby er 
ſelves and their Families to Beggary. This is confirm'd by an Inſtance 
that would ſtrike one with Horror to mention; which I ſhall relate 
in the Words of an Author of undoubted Crefit. We cannot but - The Re- 


© often remember what happened 3 or 4 pays a Man that led preſentati- 
_ © an ill Life, but frequented the Church, was obſery'd not tq come bn of the 


to the e , and preſs d by the Officers to come; he yet de- Caſe of 
„ clind, Mowing himſelf unfit. At length being threatned and ter- Diſſenters, 
<- riied came; but aid to ſome preſent at the time of that Solemn in a Sheer, 


Action, that he came only to avoid being undone and took them DYMr.How. 


to r po what he there receiy d, he n as Common 
f 7 od Wins, not daring to receive them as the Body and Blood 
3. If a Man is never fo incapable and unfit for this Holy Commu- 
nion by-profeſt Infidelity; or Ignorance of the Nature and End of 
this Inſtitution, or by being guilty of the greateſt Enormities againit - 
the Rule of Religion, or Common: Humanity; yet the Church is ob- 
lig d to receive hin, if he offers himſelf, to the Sactament; in order 
to qualifie himſelf for ſome Poſt in the Civil Government, notwith- - _ 
ſtanding all the Doctrine and Order of the Church to th 


I. It's apparent the Law requires it of all Perſons, Wut 
Limitation, as has been before expreſs 006. 
2. It is the Opinion of * that the Miniſter, who refuſes the 
Sacrament. to any bearing Office, is not only liable to Suſpenſion, - 
wy a for all the Damages ſuch a Perſon ſuffers by: the Re- + 
3. Uſually the Perſons are never queſtioned; the Practice is ſo ge- 
neral, that it would be difficult to find an Exception, inſomuch 
that it ſeems as if it was no matter how ill a Character a Perſon 
bore, if it can be covered with the Name of Church man; which is 
an undeniable Demonſtration that it is not the Honour of Rove MN, 
but the Secular Intereſt of a Party that is principally regarded. What 
is more oppoſite” to the whole Deſign and Conſtitution” of Religion 
than Immorality ? The Intendment of it is principally to reform the 
World. And ſhould not the Church act purſuant to this Ende? Tis 
the Church that ought to recommend it, and to enforce it With, 


thoſe Arguments it propoſes, to anſwer ſo glorions a Pur poſe. It is“ 5 


notorious the Church" of . has degenerated from this End, 
by admitting ſuch to her Communion, as are a Scandal to our 
cummon Faith. This might be avouch'd by any who have the leaſt 


Converfation-with Mankind, and it would be, endleſs 10 produce al y 
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| while the Law of the Land lays: waſte the Doctrine of the Church, 
and abſolutely blunts the Edge of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, which 


eſt Prevarication and Partiality 
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of this. If one was to make a Serutiny in t Lives of all the Ci- 
vil and' Military Officers of the Kingdom, however capable. they 


might be for the Service of the Nation; yet one wauld be at a lf to 


apprehend whether many of 1 any Senſe of Chriſtianity,unleſs 
it can be ſuppos'd that the highe 

it. It is in a manner become as common as a Proverb among Sea Officers 
to make this profane Invitation, Come, let's go and take the Sog: And 


yet this Law qualifies theſe Wretches to be Partakers of the moſt 

| Solemn Myſteries of Religion. Who knows not that Curſing, and 

? 1 (and Drukenneſs, is their common Character; and _ 
ons diſtinguiſn'd by theſe be eſteem'd fit Members of any 


can Per 
Chriſtian Church? 


» p . 2 8 3 CY 4 
- the Matters of Fact which might be Maped nende Truth 
to 


Profaneneſs can ever be reconcil d to © 


" This Leaven of Profaneneſs has ſpread it ſelf thronghout the far 
greater number of both Civil and Military Officers: There wants 


Words to expreſs the Atheiſm, and Blaſphemy, and innumerable 


Impieties that are commonly vented ; and yet that they ſhould he 


receiy'd as Members of the Church of England, is ſtrangeand unaccoun- 
table, when by their avow'd Principles and Practices they are Ene- 
mies to the very being of any Religion. There are ſuch evident Rea- 
ſous _ this —— * cans wel! be 22 3 * Sth 
1. It is contrary to the rine and Rules of the hurt of England, 
as expreſs'd in the Liturgy and Canons. The Liturgy,.as s Nee 


83 
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mention'd in the Exhortation before the Sacrament, Advertiſes ant 


Admonifhes ſuch ſort of Peaple, that they ao not in any wiſe preſume: to: 
come; and re likewiſe, That it is to be adninifer'd. to: thoſe that are 
religiouſly diſpos'd. The 25th Canon is to the ſame ſenſe. What ſig- 
nifie theſe Doctrines and Rules of Diſcipline without a due Regand 

em? But what room is there to hope Gor bn, 


the more licentious Clergy (who are the major Part) are willing e- 
nough to connive at, as having a Tendency to ſecure their ſecular - 


* 


Preferments, which is the only Thing they aim.av? 
2. It is a conſiderable Reflection on the Clergy of the Church of En. 


5 


gland, as if they were wanting to repreſent. thoſe Grievances: to the 


Parliament which ſuch a Law oppreſſes them with, by laying ſo many 


Re moraꝭs in their way to a conſcientious Diſcharge. of t iſte · 
rial Office. Here is a Man ſwallow'd- up in Hebauchery, that has 


found Intereſt or Mony enough to prefer him to ſome Truſt in the 


Government: The Law requires them to adminiſter the Sacrament 


to him; but with what Conſcience can they do it, withoat betraying, 


the Ends of their Office, and giving up the Canons and Doctrines 
the Church as inſignificant Trifles ? Does net this look like the high- 


groſſeſt Immoralities? To give the Sacfament without Kaceling,. 
would de thought inconfiſtent with that Reverence that is due t it 


that there ſhould he ſo neh Zeatk 
ſpent about a Ceremony, and fo little againſt the approach of: the 
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| , 15 ces, That t ey were Cunſcien- 
Nin, and Amt; but negiecten 


1 Wn 
jens choss * Arkeifhicat pri ciples in their Prejudi- 
3 and has ſome weight in it to confirm their Opi- 
ni ge Religion is only 4 Device; or” Politick Contrivance 
e Werne e Populace to af ter Subjection td the c. 
vil Government. | Tho' this might be 5 on other Princi- 
2 es, yet it is impoffible our eme 'of Politicks ſhould give any So- 
ution to it. For while Religion is proſtituted to feculat Purpoſes, 
nl die of Hh a Man for an Office, who will the n 
| Moment affront the Rules of it with the rofl immoralities ; and | 
Wille it is made uſe of to Monopolize all Pow c put it into the — 
— Hands of one Faction; while it is made uſe ft to deprive Men - | | 78 
r Natura N „ Who have an equal Privilege to the Benefit 0 
etally ſuch as en mote united in their Teal for the 
1 2 efent Government, and the legal Liberty of the Sub. 
1 It — ba eſtabliſh their' Prin rincples, and expoſe the Honour - 
, etence to ferve.fuch Ends 


uy 6 Eatomzf nent to Debane and Profithe- 
2 FO . He no di en en VN. and Virtne, . 
but gives a Ss ries without diſtinction, to all Good and Bad, to 
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G the Sacrament; and likewiſe lays a Reſtraint u upon Eecleſi- 
aftical Authority, which onght to be exerciſed for tie Regular Admi- 
niſtration of 'Drvine 3 and to preſerve. the Digtty” of Re- 8 


lion; What can we expect but a flood of Wickedneſ& do break in 4 
upon us, when the Fences are deftroy'd which were ſome Security. : mi 
ainft the inyading Corruptions of Men? It is this that hardens Toe 
Men i in their Wickedneſs, and brings Religion into Contempt, or at 8 
Peaſt it feeds ſuch a fatal Preſum 2 as this is, chat Eating and Drink. 
Ang at the Lord's Table is a ſufficient Indicition of thejr itle to, and 
Fitneſs for _Erernal” Life, Beſides the Injury this "does to Nel -— i 
it is ſuch a 3 y fo the Souls of Men às will admit of om 
poſition. ice converts the Table of opr Lord int Table 
3 ad feen neden repreſents as if Crit and Belia Were now- 
recall 8 K 3 1 5 8 ny Jets it 1 by alk good W as A e | | | 
eflexion that can peat gd ion, 

the Honour of our Hard Jeſus rt, MOLE 2 = 

Thus far this Taff Att has been 8 4s it ſtands Wert H 
de the Rules of Religion; and however inconſiderable the- Arguments 
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it will create a perpetual Abhorrence in the Hearts of all good Men 
againſt ſuch Compliances as viſibly tend to the Proſtitution of the 
Body and Blood of Chrift. I ſhall trouble you with no more upon 
this Head, but ſhall conſider it iu relation to our Ci Intereſt, and 
endeavour to repreſent to you its Inconfiſtency; with that as well as 

with our holy Religion. Here I muſt follow it in a wide 2 and 
trace it in all the malignant Influences 
Good of Great-Britain and Ireland, :  _, TORY: SEN 
I ſhall begin with England, where this Law had its firſt Riſe, and 
ſhall ſubmit it to the unprejudic'd Judgment of any, whether it is 
not Repngnant to the real /ntereF## of England, a Weakning of our 
Conſtitution, and of the happy Settlement and Government we are un- 
der. To illuſtrate this Matter with all the Evidence and Light I can, 


t it has upon the 


to give, 1. Some Account of the Principles: 


Behaviour of Diſſenters, whom this Law affe&s, and puts on the 
ſame I evel with Pap:#ts, as if they were equal E | 
Bitution and Government, 2. I ſhall advance thoſe Reaſons that ren- 

der it impolitick. 8 o 
4. It will be neceſſary to give a View of the Principles of Diſſenters, 
which are not to be underſtood of their Religion, but of Govern- 
ment. Were their Adverſaries admitted to be competent Judges of 
this Matter, as far as I am able to inform my ſelf, their Principles 
are repreſented with a quite different Turn than what they are in 
reality; which can admit of no other Interpretation, than an ill De- 
: lien of rendring them Obnoxious, and of juſtifying all the Severities 
they have been loaded with, and if it were poſlible, to aggravate and 
increaſe their Hardſhips, . CCC 
It is evidentthe Diſſenters in England (ſuppoli ſome few to have 
Iimbib'd Republican Principles, tho proba 8 utiny 
in Ten thouſand would be fc | | 
been free tn declaring for the Liberties of Mankind, againſt. the U- 
ſurpations of all Governments, diſtinguiſh'd by what Kind or Form 
ſoever, as being contrary to the Fundamental Rights and Freedom 
they derive from the Law of Nature. This Principle has led them 
into a Fondneſe for the Conſtitution of the Civil Government of their 
own Native Country; which they can't but judge has provided a 
happy Accommodation between a Deſpotick Monarchy, an 
Confuſion that a meer Commonwealth lies expos'd to; and has fo 
adjuſted the Bounds of the Sovereign Authority, that it can't exert 
it ſelf Without an e ower, to the Ruin of the Rights 
and Property of the Subject. L { 
zealous Aſſerters of the Civil Liberties of their Country, againſt the 
/ Encroachment of Arbitrary Power; and have accordingly. declared 
againſt ſuch Maxims as were val calculated to feed the Extravagant 
Luft of Dominion, to wit, Mega - 
limited Extent of Kingly Authority, the divine Right of Lineal Suc- 
ceſſion, the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience and  Non-Refiſtance ; all 
which were once almoſt the only Goſpel that was preach'd from mths ; 


nemies to our Con- 


bably upon Scrutiny ſcarce one 
ound to acknowledge the Charge) have 


Upon, which account they have 


Prerogatives, Diſpenſing Power, Un- 
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onarchy, and the 
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1 fan them; but with what Juſtice this can be 
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it, and vented as current Divinity, 
Fett of ſuch a Scene of Miſery as: confuted 


juſt Reaſdn to ſuſpect 


the] : F . e $43 4 
It is own'd theſe were not the 9 4 of Diſſenters; not did 


ture, the Acculati 
et off with the ary Pretence and colour of Reaſon, That: in the 


to in 


ſhall leave to your impartial Conſideration, - © 
In the clearing up this, I ſhall offer the Reaſons, 1. That drew 


- theParliantentiinto this War: 2. Conſider the Conſequences of.it, 2 


and how far the Presbyrerians were concern d in both of them. 
this War. 5 
3 C 2 4 „1. It 


ve been ſuffici * 


Body. Had they been charg d with Principles of this Na- 
f on which is drawn up againſt them ould ave been / 


L ſhall lay before you the Reaſons which drew the Parliapreqrints' 


Trunk Ie ak on End 3 Eomt. a4 


Lords 
—＋ 18. 
the Co 
vention of 
Origina 
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1. Tt'is 2 principte of nndoakted erttin 

torions Revolution turn d, “ That the Civi 0 n YT. 
2 — upon Chntratt whereby the People have not ente ly Tibjetd 1 
themfelves to the arbitrary and uncertain Will of the Prince, w thout . ; 
reſerving fomie Rights. and Liberiies td theniſelves..; FACADE. to the 
Tenour of this comtrath the eſſential Branches of the Supreme Pow - 
er are ſhar'd between the 
all the Integrating Parts of it, there is K a Alien lodg d in the - 
Perſon of the Prince. Legiſlation, which is the molt eminent 


1 Part of Soverezgmy belongs to the Two Houſes of. Birla. 15 


as well as to the Prince; and whatever Claims he may make to 
the the Execotive Power, yet: he is under ſuch legal Reſtrictions, Lad 
his Authority, reaches.no farther than th the Law allows of. 


2. Whether the People bare: a Power to defend the reſerve Rigs 
and Liberties, is a Queſtion eaſily determin d. Wi. Orgi Comp 


entitles them to this, .or.elſe it. b lain they have be Sy Ip at. all + 


8 Mov ons but it v be fuin d at the pleaſure of 1 
nr Oppok tion, 1 — 44 ſhould once be affected 775 tlie c 

of Nie, awer.  Belides, this is à natural Inference from the 

of Nature, Phat formed Societies are under as 599. NN, 

defend the R- hts and Liberties 20015 the c PRA — 
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3. That the Right and Liberties of | ths Proper Invaded 12 
ee 18 notorious enough: per gas Yo, Log 
Oeths impoſed u upon the. Subject, Ts 0 3 
without Cant of Parliamem, are a ſufficient n o ennie 
rate all the Evils of that Reign, would be endleſs. The Princi- 
s. of Deh potick Power were openly abetted and promoted; the 
Laws of the 7 and Liberty of the Subject were Unger a continud : 
Violation; which wrought the Kingdom into ſuch a e that 
nothin but Noe eu reſcue an Invaded Cunſtitution, and Civil - 
Thery D 1 the Ap roaching Chains of Slavery and miſerab rable Bon- 
dage. It ws not t 8 legal Authority of the Printe 21 met with” . 
© Bk 0 — owe but Dominion without Law; d one been 
mea Fre of the other, it is not likely,. nor cou ad there have been 
ay Srv oy fiable Hreteuce or Os oa Ms into 2 4 8 
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ſiſtent with its Preſervation :' And upon 
remonſtrated againſt all the Deſigns of the Parliament upon the Coy-- 
ſtirnution, * Accordingly there Were early Attempts niade to have 


j 


Conſtitution, that they ſaw no Reaſon to eſpouſe any Opini 


removed Cromwell, whoſe Conduct gave Suſpicion of ſome other De- 


figns, than what were conſiſtent with the Intereſt of. the - 2 and 


cingdom : But his Power in the Army was too Great for the 


a ſition... ; : 


cutti 
MY 
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Did not their Friends in the Fouſe declare the King's: Conceſſions 
from the [te of Wight, a fufficient ground of Peace? For which the. 
Army, by the underhand and ſubtle Management of Cromwell, turn d. 


them out of their Places in Parliament * Did not the Presbyterians 


make a Bold Remonſtrance againſt bringing the King to Tryal, and 

eu ng off his Head? Did they not oppoſe the War: Cromwell-made | 
Scotland] Was it not upon the Account of their being Favour- 

ers to the King and Kingdom, that ſeveral Presbyterian Miniſters were 


this Account they. as warmhe 


impriſdned+;- and for which Mr. Love loſt his Head, notwithſtanding _ 
the invidious Reflections that are thrown upon him? Did they not 


decl#e againſt the Rump, refuſe the Engagemem and the Obſervation 
of their Faft and Thenkſzrving-Days, after | 
Did they not declare againſt the n of Oliver q and after all 
the Politick Arts he could uſe, he could a 
tereſt? Did they not in Cenjunction with Aut bring in the King, 
when the Epiſcopal Party were not in a Condition to do him much⸗- 
Service? By all Which we may judge; If the Civil Conſtitution be the 
ſtated Meaſure of the Intereſt of the Kingdom, theyare fa 
Friends to their Country, than thoſe, whoſe continued. Deſign has been 
to encourage Prerogative, and other Arbitrary Methods, to ſwallow 


had chang'd the Cauſe ? 


up both our Laws and Eiberties. 


* Tho' the Presbyterians were Tealous for the Reſtoration of King 
Charles the Second, and as it happen'd at the Expence of their own _ 
Eaſe and Liberty; yet they were tenacious of their Old Principle of 
keeping cloſe to the Conſtitution againſt all the Arbitrary, Encroach-- 
mentsof his Reign. They neither abetted his . or Diſ- 
penſing Power; witneſs the Speech Alder man Love made in the Houſe - 
of Commons, Nay; when the Folly and Rage of a Faction had found 


Intereſt to Paſs ſuch a Bill, wherein ſuch an Oath was my ired, That 


it was not lawful, upon any. Pretence mhatſas ver, 10 


never draw them into his In- 


11 . 


r greater 


u 
: enc tale up Arms 
againſt the King, Sr. The Generality of them refug'd it, and ra. 
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ther-choſe a Baniſhment five Miles from a Corporation, than to juſtifie 


any Conduct that had a Tendency to betray the Liberties: of - 


their Country: 


=e 
d th 


* 
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erengitien the Fopyh . Party, enter 


their Proteſtation againſt ir as. 


* 


Their Opinion and-Honeſty in this Reſpe&-were ſufficiently joſti- WW 
Vd by the Lords in Parliament; for when the Brfſbops: would have 

impos d. the ſame Oath on the Lords and Commons, . ſeveral of the 
Lords, who-look'd upon it as a ihe = to divide the Proteſtants and 


8 


Proteſtant 


lay before 


75 | 6214 1 | 
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This ſervG atleaſt as an Argument that the) ure A ſurt: of People 
who underſtandithe true Intereſt of their Country; und are willing 
at any time to ſacrifice their Eaſe rather than betray it. It was not 


without ſome Hazard to their Lives and Eſtates; that they fell in with : 
the General Senſe of the Nation for Excluding che Dale of York from + 


the Sutceſſion :- Tho'the Biſhops then gave a Diſappointment to their 


| Honea en. when Neceſſity had corre&ed their Miſtake,” the Diſſen-- | 


ters preſently gave up. their Reſentments to the Publik Good; and 


fell in with all ſuch Meaſures as were necelfary fore the 8 = 
_ entity againſt Popiſo and Arbitrary: Defigas; tho“ che Church had 
as little Reaſon to expect their Friendſhip, as they had contrary to 
all Humanity, to proſecute them with ſuth a- Scene vf Hard ſhips; 


yer their Generoſity, as well has Lore to the Common Safety, pre- 
mild over Prejudicer, which, if they.had given fen to them; alght 


if Matters of Fact are any Evidence to juſtifſie the Conduct of Di 
ſenters; they are avow¼ẽĩd Friends to the Cunſt ituriom and (Liberty: of 


their Chuntry, and not ſucha Pack of intolerable Nebels as the ſectret 
the e or Bigots to a Faction, would repreſens 

them; but that without any Hazard to the Government, or our pre- 

ſent Settlement, they may be ſafely entruſted with any part of the 


Enemies of :t 


ir was 
os 4 ! The A ij,” 7 


Civil Adminiſtration... - FEM SS 6 
It is therefore requiſite to offer this Queſtion, Where is the policy 


ef exeluding ſuch a fortof People from the Management of the Af :- 
fairs of the Civil Government? It is the Intereſt of all Govern- 
ments to make their Foundation as large and as ſecure as poſſible, eſ- 


pecially when there is a ded Claim to the Crown,”and back d 


vrith ſuch potent and:politick Adverſaries, as requires the utmoſt 


Care and Diligence to Counterwork them ; for ſhould fuck a Claim 
take Place, 8 would be the utter Subverſion of the 
Religion, and the Freedom we enjoy under an Exliſhb Co- 
vernment. Can our Strength then be too powerful, or our Union 
too firm? Can we uſe too much Caution? Who can call it 'Wiſ: - 


dom or Prudence to keep open our Breaches? Or to nouriſn ſuch 
Principles as muſt keep up our Diviſions; which is certainly 4 Risk 
in the time of Publi nger, unleſs there were the ſtrengeſt 
Rea ſons to ſupport them. But how this will appear, I ſhall freely- 


bs . 


| ; 4. 2 a 190 K.0 LEH es, 
1 To Amit 8 into Places of Truſf, would be 
no Preju any. real Diſſervice to the Intereſt of the Kingdont: 


If Ear a muſt be either becauſe they. have made ſome ange> . 


rous Attempts to ruin: che Corſtitution;/\op-becauſe they enter 


uch Principles as are inconſiſtent with the Safety of it. As to te 
| firſt of theſe, the Common Charge will be (as has been mentioned) 
_ the Story of Forty One, Gr. There has been enough ſaid to clear at. 
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at that time have prov'd detrimental to the whole Mngdom. er bo | 
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Conſequences of that War, in Cratal Matters 74 785 it is the na- 


faireſt Way 7 to. charge upon a Body. of People the — 20e 


7 of _y di ning Men, or 5 — Perſons Ht: 2 
don by a | bufiaſm Or iecr an ou- 
fg; NE ay ns eh hn OR 


rag d by Popiſh Counſels, 
| nx the Rocultes thenſclves. But ſu 
| 2 for Repentance? The | her Doctrines of 

| Obedience and Newrefiftance;, and why — 4 not Diſſenters 
Paſs Of fatal: Principles of Rebellion'? Or their Poſtetit 
ſhoes bp, opt them, ſince we ſee their Loyalty from the time of the 
Revolution has been as Aiingaihing: as that of the Church; and it may 
be they have more unanimouſly expreſs d it in their hear- 
ty Concurrence to the preſent Settlement and Proteſtant Succeſſion. 
Nor do they entertain Principles inconſiſtent avith the Intereſt: e 
the Nation; or eiſe the Church would never have run 1ato Princi- 
ples (the Biſſenters eſpous d) for their own.Safety. The Doctrines 
o Paſſive Obedience and Myn- reſiſtance would never have given Check 


p 3 true, is there ne 


to the Extravagancies of Popiſß Counſels : For had ſeveral of their 
Political Maxims been as univerſally obſery'4/as they-were zealonſly _ 


preach'd in the Reign King of Gberles I. the St ee of the Churgh 
of England muſt of neceſſity have been Y 


The Apprehenſion of this ſoon determin che Churthof Englavd 


to take up Arms, 3 to their ayow'd Principles for their own 


Defence, which had all along been cenſured a8 a f 


ii fe de ches at Eule hare jakid this Füge, i hs 
t ſince the Cbure | ve jul 1 t on, it 
that on which 82 Revolution turned, and which ey value. 2 
ſelves upon having tne gs Hand-in. It 7 — granted | 
if theſe Principles are as org to Diſſenters, che Chor 
aro beholding to them, as we the State for maintianing thoſe 
Maxims that effectualiy n 1 e a n 
future Securit. et 


2. It would be ſo fic FLY bake : Prejudice to the epd 
Kingdom, ot it would contribute to its higheſt Beneſit ati 44 
vantage to admit Diſſenters into Places of Truſt, 1 Les Unity 
and Strexgth are any additional Security to our 
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and yet how ſtrange is it, that a Diſſenter, - with all theſe . 

to ed . muſt be us d as — align ease ae 

ble of being truſted with the meaneſt part of the publicit Adi 
nützen. 11 f. were no Impeachment o the Wie of the Na- 


tion, it would look like ſuch an l Error in Pulitic ts as: r 


cifd to common Prudence. But hence we may ſee the power and. 
prejudice of Faction, in being gowetn d! E matron © 1 5 
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Jupported either bymiſtaken Friends, or by ſuch as are ſecret Ene- 


mies fo the Proteſtant Religion, or an Engliſ Government. 


2. Notwithſtanding the Conſiſteney of their Principles and Zeal, 
with our Common Salety, and the Civil Conſtitution 4 this Lr N 
(if it is not rack d beyond the original Intent and Meaning of it) in- 
capacitates all Diſſenters from giving their Aſſiſtance td Maintain the 
Sovernment in the time of publick Hax ard and Danger; and that 
for à meer Scruple of Conſcience, about a Matter that the very Im- . 
poſers themſelves think Indifferent, and which cannot be warranted 

either by the Rule of Religion, or the Practice of Apoſtolick Times. 

Where is the Kindneſs or Love to our Country, to hazard the Safety = 
of the State for ſuch an inconſiderable Trifle ? If Kneeling at the 
_ Sacrament is indifferent, why is it not left ſo? Why ſhould it be 
made Neceſſary to a publick Prejudice and Hazard, to oblige the 
Humour of a. particular Factian? Why ſhould the Government ſtrai- 
ten its Security, contrary to all the Rules of Policy, for ſuch Reaſons 

as the Intereſt of it is not concern'd in; and deprive it ſelf of the 
Aſſiſtance of ſuch a conſiderable Body of Men as are diſpos d to Serve 
the 1 with more Fidelity and Care than many that are en- 
truſted ? Can we be too firmly united againſt the formidahle At- 
tempts of a potent Adverſary, who would ſubject us to the Slavery 
"of a French Government; and againft ſecret Enemies; who are 

i * their political Invention to ſubſerve ſo. barbarous a De- 
There have not been wanting Inſtances which might have given us 

a proſpe& how fatal this piece of 5 ht have been: If. the 
. ate glorious Revolution had coſt us a Civil War to have effected 
the happy Conſequences we enjoy by it, would it have been any. 
Prejudice to the Nation, or Damage to the Church, to have capa- 
Citated Diſſenters to have fought. for the Liberty of their Country and 
the Proteſtant Religion? Or would the Church have been able to 
have defended themſelves without their Aſſiſtance; if we conſider 
how probable it might have been that thoſe deſtructive Notions of 

Liberty, which for à long time had been the Cant of the Church 
might have influenc'd many to have took up Arms in the Defence of 
tat arbitrary Prince? Or if you ee * reflect on a later 
Inſtance: If the Pretender had * ed in Srotland, and had brought 
the Flames of War into the midſt of us, it. is very likely ſuch a 
Neceſſity might have diſpos'd us to have thrown down... theſe 
Walls of Partition. Is it not then an amazing part of Improvi- 
_ dence to neglect our future Security, ſince the ſame Enemy waits 
for a . al to their Inclination to bring us into a Subjection 
all their enſlaving Deſigus ??: —— 
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J. This Law lays no Reſtraint upon thoſe whoſe Principles are deftruſtive io 

- the Conſtitutien, and have more than once arrempeed the entire Subverſion of it. 
The  Papiſts are not our only Enemies; and i wa were, this Law is no Se- 

| | ro give a Diſpenſarion to . 

3 — Papiſts to comply with all that this Law requires. But there is a ſort 


curity againſt them; fince the Pope is willing enoug 


| who have Mo ſo. many Popiſh Principles, as that they 
have been willing to come to Te | 
ceeded as to center in the Pope as the Principiam Unitatis.” For this Reaſon 
they have affected a Deſpotick Juriſdiction in the Church, and as independent 
on the Ciyil Power as it is in Spain or Italy: And theretore they thought che 


Laws and Liberties of their Country a proper Sacrifice to the Arbitrary Intenti- 


on ol the preceding Reigns ; that ſo they might obtain the Grant of this Spi- 
ritual Tyranny, in order ro effect the eaſier what other Deſigns they had in view. 
This Project firſt gave vent to thoſe enſlaving Notions of Paſſive Obedience and Mon- 
Reſiſtance, and grafted them into the Articles of the Church: This hatch'd fuch 


erms of Accommodation; and have ſo far pro« 


a Scheme of Poliricks as deſerves no ſofter a Title, than the Chains and Shackles of 2 


* Slaveryand Oppreiſion. The Propagation and Spreading of theſe Principles, have 
been the Fore-runners of all our Miſchief ; and © Boſom of che Church 


and State lies open to receive them. It is evident, that Men of this Diſpcſirion 


irſt blew up the Coals of Civil Cintent ion; and thoſe unnatural Wars were oc- 
_ -6 afion'd by the Ufurpations of the High-Church ; Who, to maintain che Pomp 
and Power of their Hierarchy, put the Court upon ſuch oppreſſive Meaſures as 
were unſupportable to the beſt· natur d People in the World. It is no matter 


who were the firſt Aggreſſors, King or Parliament ; this Conduct laid the Foun - 


dation of all choſe unhappy Commotions; and has fince led the Kingdom es 
the very Brink of Ruin, and would, if it had been poſſible, have rendred our 
Deliverance from thoſe heavy Preſſy e | 
ſort ot Church-men that have ſcrupled the Oaths, or elſe have ſalv'd their Con- 
ſcience with that villainous Diſtinction of de Fado & ure? Nas. nor this 
ſort of Men oppoſed the Abdicarion, and queſtion d the Lẽgality of the preſet 
Settlement? Did they not embaraſs the Affairs of King William, betray our 
Councils, hinder N oppoſe every thing that was for the Security of 
what we had gain'd by the happy Revolutien? Did not this ſott of Men 
bring in the Occaſional” Bil to embroil the Nation with freſn Heats and Ani- 
moſties? and at laſt ventured on that Dangerous Experiment, the Tach: 


Which if is had ſucceeded in the manner ſuitable to their Wiſhes, it mult 


have endangered the Liberty of Europe, as well as the Proteſtant Religion 


at home and abroad. Have they not inſulted the Queen, who has nothing at 


Heart ſo much as Securing the Engliſb Liberties and Proteſtant Religion, againſt 
all Attempts of private od publick Eames for which they take all occaſions 


ures we lay under, abortive; were they not a 


to fly in che Face of the Government? It is repreſented in the late Advice given 


to the Elefors of the enſuing Parliament, * That fome of the Tories were actu- 


ally engag d in inviring the Pretender ; and that nor one Man of ihe Whigs was 


fo much as ſuſpetted * the Deſign of the Invaſion, Now had there 


been a Legal Fence again dangerous Principles and Practices, it had been 
à beter Service, and a more reaſonable Security to our Happy Settlement, than 
either the Making or Continuing of ſuch Laws as diſable thoſe from giving their 
Aſſiſtance, who Integrity is ſtionable, and whoſe Love for their Country 
3s ſo remarkable, char they d ſtick at no Expence or Trouble effectually to pre- 
ſerve us from the fatal Conſequences, that ſuch intoxicating Notions had almoſt 

. uſher'd in, 3nd ſtill chreaten us with an utter Deſolation. a 11 
| it ſerves to, perpetuate our unnatural Diviſions, and to enlarge the Scene 
of our Diſcontents, and to ſtir up endleſs Feuds and Animoſities ; On one hand 
by giving occaſion.ro our Enemies to repreſent Diſſenters as ſuſpected to tlie 
. A. ah bog and Enemies to their 


; Which, ſuch a Mark of Infar 
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| © ab Badge of Sehvitude, ſeem probably enongh to ihtimizte to the amchinking —@ 
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 Prjulate, who ate nt capable or willing to enquire into fich Mifreptefetrations, 


And on the aber hand, by aficnating ine AﬀſeRtions of thoſe tho ate under 
ian kee ; whereby rhey fuer in their Legal Rights, contrtry-a the 
common Rites of Ecuity and ; Juſtice, for no higher a Reaſon than'a"meer Noi 


complience with the itte of the Chirch of Be, in rectiving of fle e 
Sacrament z which can be no Prejudice roThe Safery of the State. THETIE 
ration has put an end to Perſecution ; and it wer 7 ik chat K6or of Birrettiefs 
was quite deftroyed. The Kingdom has received, fo conſiderable an Advantage 
by it, that one Would think the Genius of the Nation ſhou'd be n per- 
| fe our Happineſs. So far tlie Hopes of our Enemies are defeated, as that the 
* Hiſtory Toleration 85 Pur it out of 1 0 to play one Party againft the other 
of Eng. as they formerly did, to effect the Ruin of both. This has been ſo'vifible a De- 
Vel. 3. ſign, char ir is high Time utterly to diſappoint all Atte mpts of this Nature, by 
294. cementing the cloſeſt Union poſſible : Otherwiſe we are but reſerving rhe Bones 
of Contention, aud thereby give them Hopes of another Opportunity of playing 
rhe fame Game over- again with us. 6h 1 80 | 
0bj.. Bur ſtill this will be thought neceſſary to ſecure the Conſtitution of tlie 
Church, as eſtabliſh'd by Law. 6  Oony 
Anſ. 1. If ir were ſo neceſſary, as is alledged, there might be ſome. Method 
found out to ſecure the Church without ſo much em 15 and Hazard to the State. 
2. There are ſeveral other Fences that are as good Security to the Church as 
os is; and which the Diſſenters are leſs likely to get over for any Eccleſiaſtical - 
erment. 7. a.» 
3. The High. flying Principles more endanger the Church, by introducing 
ſuch Innovations in Boctrine and Worſhip, as are inconfiftent with the Homilirs 
and Articles of it, then a Difſent from the Ceremonies of the Church; which: . 
are of far leſ moment in Religion, than the Do#rines, which they. firmly - 
ad here to: Therefore ir is not an entire Security of the Conſtitution that they 
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are ſo much'concern'd abour. + 5 2 
44. Occaſiohal Conformity has brought many of the Difſenters into Places in the 
e wins * yet there has not bèen che leaſt Violence offered to the ſecurity 
of the Churen. | ap 3 | 3 
5. This does not hinder F of Parliamemt; 
and the Danger is, if there be any, that if a number of them ſnould get into 
the .Leziſtatyre, they might attempt rhe Subverſion of the Church; which can't 
© be probable, there being ſo few of the Gentry who will own rhat Character. 
6. If rhe Diſſenters were ſuch Enemies to the Church, they had an opportu -w 
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= — ef venting their Prejudice againſt it, in the Reign of Kipg amen. 
13 a F. The Church then promis'd to come to a Temper wien they were in ſo 

3} | much Danger in Ring Fames's Reign, and to exerciſe 4 tender Regard-to their 
=_ Diflenring Brethren, who have carried it all along with that Deference to the 


Church, as they have had no occafion to alter their Senitiments, 
Thus far this Lam has been conſidered, 2s it does ritore  Mimiediately 1 * 
Ela; which, if it does nor afford Reaſon "Ehotiph For the Repeat Af 
| gie 

ppro- 


certainly the Prejudice it offers to the late Union With Scbfland, f. 
me farther Weight to ir. The Union did not paſs Wick founiyerſalan A 
bation of the People of this Kingdom, as to render all further Methods for the 
bs gr of ir, unneceſſary. However atvainageous the Union may be in 
it ſelf, which certainly be prodivee all the Happineſs chat a Kingdom may 
be capable of, as Unicy, Kfength, encteaſe of Riches,” as well as àn impr 
nable Security to the Civil Liberty, and ro the gane edo of the Cout- 
tty, if the Terms were ſo exactly calculated to tile Intereſt of beth Kisgdom: as 
might give ſatisfaction on all hands. Iu order to effect fuch a Cemenr a8 c, 
it would be neceſſary ro-xemave all. THC, Inconveniencies hich condotcd 
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che Loft of their Patſhonent, and hoſe Privilcdges under — 2 
rom che Power e 


pendent Gon. They chin wry ean't be ee 

Faction chat has perſeented chem with a mercileſs b. g . and it — 

ous cheir Deſigus are ſtill reſtleſs: So that it would be 'a 

— 2 — us, the Enghſhuim ax all the Good they — 

| their-urmoſt -Tadeavours to prevent our Fears, and — Brew 
char might ovente any Diffati Otherwife it i narural encugh 

es of Union are nor heartily intended for the Seeuri 

| Anat Conſtitution, eſpecially while ſurti à Law —— in Ke 

uſtified'either from the Rylesof Rel or — 4 

fent Citoumſtuntes are, can rſerve cher Aude th 

bien Animoſities, and to frigh frigheen us Waren on of ger 


terian Government. But to rhe Things 
r. The Presbyterians in Seoiland ee eee 5 
riſſliction, as fl ciently inſpires us with- a 7 1 the Re- aſſumptien K 
Thratinich Church Power, Our Afts of Farli abu, und the Accoutit we eun 

of the infiamane Execution of chem, are ſueh Aang Proofs 6Pthis 6 +-oulin 
euer render the prine imies of our Prelacy- abhorreſ by Men ef cotmmon Hu 
ty. Therefore no wender, . — the; —» 
to be a great.and ynſu worcadle Grievance to the Nation: The Rid ich - 


was juſtified from choſe Jangrinary Laws they hudhe grenteſt Insetee ul | 
221 z whicrebyche Generaliey of the Kingdom were obig d, ag inſti cher Gen 
— to comply with . The Mary 8b which, 
Wirk che Abſtrads ef the "Us d ; pa 1 ** —— 
_ bsgiven us by an aid Author e Hofe in s Praceed 
Fublirt Thulft or e ” nem ele five eie Covenant,” pan | pe es ings of * 
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ſo cloſe a Conjunction, and prompted them to the forming of thoſe Laws, nd 

che Bloody Execution of them, which might effectually bear down all Oppoſition to 
their ſeveral Intereſts. Theſe were our Sufferings and che Reaſons of them; and 

can any blame our Jeaſouſics and Fears, who _—_— us to be ated by the ſame 


Though their Power is un- 

der an Eclipſe ; yet they could not, nor can't recede from their old Principles, 
nor be oblig'd to pay due Homage to Providence that had ſo miraculouſly ſav e 
us. Therefore they addreſs'd King James, expreſſing all the Regard, hae 
Words could do, to his Arbitrary Proceedings juſt before his Abd ication. Theß 
were Enemies to the Revolution, pray openly for the Pretender, refus d the 
Oaths to King William, and Queen A N. So that ours is the common Safety; 


and what's a Security to us, is to the Whole; and it is impoſſible there can 


too ſtrong à Guard againſt the Approach of ſuch Enemies, whoſe Principles 


are ſo dangerous and deſtructive: Which Cogſideration ſhould influenee us to 
lay aſide ungrounded Prejudices, or any thing char might. occaſion Diſtruſt, or 


prevent the Cementing of ſuch a Union as might be a common Bulwark to our 


nion may prove the Reeſtabliſhnient of Epiſcopal Juriſdidion; which has 
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from the Principles of 
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2. It is not altogether without Reaſon, chat we ſuſpect the event of this 


been ſo bloody ro us, Tis true, the Moderation and. Juſtice, of che 


- 
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ment of Queen um, are à preſent eaſe to our fears, tho theſe. cannot be a per- 
% /// ͤ K 
Beſides, our preſent Circumſtances are ſome ſort of a Defence; for it might 
be of dangerous Conſequence, and too open a deſign of ſerving the Enemy to 
attempt any Alteratioi of this Nature, while we are engag d in a War againſt 


irreconcilebly ſer __ a Conſtitution ſo oppoſite to their Power and Grandeur. 
Lays are changeab | 


on. and. . 
Ade a0 weaken their. Seen - 
che odds of us in this, c co ofa - _ 
FR C2 of . 2 E , Bo . . 
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cher ſubverſion would be morally impoſſible. Their Bil 7 
a third as much in the Legiftature, as our Lords and 1 The 
Numbers are above four to one in Parliament for the Church. 


Their 
Prince, according to ſeveral Regulations in the Act of Secclement, is oblig d to 


be a Member of the Church of England : So that it would be a wild 


extended for its Protection. 3. the CU EZ N has ſoaccommodated © 
her Government, to the ſatisfaction of all ber” Subjeths as that ir would be an 


unwarrantable Jealouſy to ſuſpect ſhe would aim at any thing beſides their 


real Good, or that ſne would make any Alteration in our Church Government, 
which ſne has ſo cnn promis d ro maintain. Yet certainly there are © 
ſort of Men, who if they can ſcrew themſelves into Power, Will nöt fail to miſ- 
repreſent us, or ſtick at the Violation of any Article to break down all our Scuri- 
ties. Can we think otherwiſe of thoſe Churchmen, who abetred the Invaſjon of - 


the Pretender CO at any Proſpet of his Mounting the Throne, 


Triumph ar rhe Succeſs of the French, ſtick not at giving vile miſrepreſentations © 
of the Kirk of Scotland, that would in re down our Bre-. 
thren the Diſſenters, by paſſing Occaſional Bills? Theſe are avow'd: Edemics -- 
to their Country; Let fut 


to make al 
ner, as may diſable them ſrom ever 
our Fears receive no inconſiderable ſt 


the advances poſſible to ſtrengthen the Union in ſuch a, man · 


Fre it any Diſturbance. 4. Beſides, -- 


ngch from” che Breach ef ſome of the 


Articles of Union; ſince it commene'd; which Ff ir is nor 4 Proof of the ſame de. 
; Prefid A res 


ſign upon all of chem, it is an ill'Prefidenr to thoſe that have by 


any that underſtand our Cireumſtances, ſince it took plate, will not wonder 1 
'we complain of ſuch a ſort of uſage as will rather heighren our Aberſion, with- - - 


out a more equitable Procecding, chen reconcile our Judgment or AﬀeRtiots -+ 
to it. 3 f 0 * E ; S 7 —_ * 2 


3. It may reaſonãbij be expected chat the Score ſpohld are as equal « Rich: 
10 45 the Civil Privil — of England, without any impoſition upon their — 2 — 
ſcience, as the -Englifþ already have to all the Privileges of 2 ; Whie "x 

wy oHand, -- 


can be fairly objefted: 7 Is there not as much danger to the Kirk of | 
by admitting a Member of the Church of Englatid into any CivilPoſt, en this ſide 
the River Tweed, as there can be to the church of England by aUmitring a Scoteb 


Presbyterian into any Civil Truft on the other ſide vf it? Or mould the Govern- ©. - 
ment of each Parr of Great Britain be the mere weakned, by giving'an equal. - 
Capacity to all the QUEEN Subjects to Act for her Service, when Neceſſi- 

ty 


hall require? Otherwiſe it appears as à defign to raiſe the Power pf Enghand, - 
the Privi- 5 


and to enſatge the farereſt of it ro our Diſad vantage, by denying 


ledges ; which Reaſon and Juſtice give un awequalRighc wp. © As things nag 
vpon this bottom, England is likely to receive the greateſt Benefit by this - 
Union - having: it not ofily in irs Power to debar us of the Privileges theie 


own Members are entituled to; without ſuch Compliances as are contrary to 
the Genius of our Couutry, but alſo to confer all che Flaces of Profic in Scotland 
upon themſew ves. | | 


I is-qur Policy: ad Invereſ eſt; ey 
nin as ma hazard che Stare, er Leg — N 
and Succeſſton, and all the Advantayes. we may expect by the Union; by keep- 
ing an uneaſineſs updn Proples Minds, alienating our Affeckions, or creating a 


mntual Diſtruſt, and K6vring the Seeds of perperual Animoſſies ; eſpeeially at a 
time when we have an Enemy wichin and without us, united TY err Incenct- * = - 
ons to Work our Contuſſon / Thoſe that are within us are catrying on an in- 
tereſt ſe Arate from that the Kingdom's y/and have 2 Dependance on & uch 


2 Fgreie Lower as N forward enough to give an. Aſſiſtance- to pur their faral 1 


art. — 
on to entertain Apprehenſions o Lr when che whole Sovereign Power 1 


ch there are, that, to obtain'their den extraviganc Pure - 
py would rjoyee in our common'Confuſion { Therefore it would be neces - 
ary | 


ond gr ed remove ful Cauſes b. 
igiol and Liberty, the Proteſtant Cauſe --- 
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| 1 of the Pretender, 
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The Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland are generally in che in- 
an our preſent Settlement, and would be glad to 
acrißſce bath Religion and Liberty to a. French Power; and there are multi . 
tüdes in a kr the ſame Principles, as has been evidenr by g 
n 4-8 jon to every thing thar might ſubſerve the true Intereſt of cb 5 
Nation. Though they have found out a method to ſalve their ConſTiences in a 
prerended Compliance with the preſent Government, yet they are more ſin- 
cere]y. engag'd in 2. deſign that would quite over-turn it, Theſe are the Men 
who entertain choſe Principles that have diſtemper'd the State, thrown us into 
frequent Convuſſions; and it is demonſtrable by ſeveral remarkable Events, how 
dangerous they are to our Liberties and Pernicious to the Proteſtant Cauſe, by 
the Efforrs they have made for a-Reconciliarion with the Church of Rome ; 
hich upon Reaſons founded on the pertett Rule of Faith, and according to 
the Opinion of the firſt Reformers, is impoſſible. Do not theſe Conſiderations 
require 2 ſtriqter Union than hitherto we have arrived to ? How ſtrange is it 
that nothing bur a viſtble. Danger will convince Men of their Miſtakes !.Is.ic 
orth while to run he Ws of aur. Peace, and all that we can call valu- 
able, by impoſing ſueh Things as are rhoughr indifferent, and conſe- 
zently cannot be of ſuch an importance as to be laid in the Balance 
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* wich cur comman Good and ̃ ? Whar Spring ̃ cheſe Diviſions riſe ou 
of? Are ey noc 


| | the effect of. Popiſh Counſels ? And it is certainly acting pur. 
ſyan to Jefuirical Maxims, to promote them. It is notorious enough how far 
they have been concern'd in all our Civil. Differences, and what Arts they have 
uſed ra widen them, chat fo, they might infinuare-chemlelves tlirough our 
reaches into the Supremo Government, in order for the Reeſtabliſhmenr of 

pery; ſo.that malntai iog apy Enaciples of Diviſion profebeng the, Cauſes 
of iy 6 a real acting for their Incercſt Sewing their Deſigns to our own De- 
ſtruction. How happy would it be if there could be a method fix'd upon, which 
would effectually prevent any conſequence of this Nature: A removal of the 
epi mee Condeſcenſion would be a great Step towards 
ir, There is, no Party can pretend to Infallibility fo. much, as to ſuppoſe 


are certainly in che Right. Firſt Impreſſions are the ſtrongeſt Arguments far 
er by, we are all in the 


Hoſt Opinſons; and if chis is the Rule we are to ſtee 
Right. If Mankind had a greater ſenſe of cheir own Weaknels, it would, give an 
Allay to theig preindioes againſt wy party, and would ſo moderate their Temper, 
that it would; reader them ar leaſt ſomemhar capable of a_ Reconciliation. .0 - 
I ſhall wind up my Thoughts in a Word or ttyo for Ireland; which, us it 
has ſever felt the miſerable-Effefts: of Popiſb Tyranay in a more remarkable 
manner, 17 there ought to have been zegtester and more tender Regard to 
their Suſferings and future Seeuriey, than to have introduc d ſuch an Engine 
af Divifion as muſt expoſe them mote apenly, the fext opportunity, to the 
Barbarous attempts of the Iriſh. The Protaſtante in Ireland were before firmly 
united in their Civil Iatereſt, and in that reſpect chere was no other Piſtinctio 
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apprizd of the eminent Services of the | 
ons, which I have been aſſuted of from ſome Gentlemen who were Members 
of that Parliament, as well as from ſeveral Addreſſes, that laſt came from Ire« - 
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of theſe, or all of chem, were the Reaſon, is uncertafũ ; yer. the Diſſenters in 


Partiament, rather than loſe the Bill, which might be ſo ſerviceable to the 


Proteſtant Cauſe, were willing to become a Sacrifice to Engliſh Bigotry; Though 


this was contrary to the very Genius of - iſcopal Proteſtants, who were well 


land. And indeed, the late Attempt of the Pretender upon Scotland convinc'd 


them, that che ſtrongeſt Union amongſt Proteſtants is, their beſt Security): So 


that if the prefent Hard ſhips be continued and the like Oecaſion fecur (which 


God forbid,) the Church of Ireland could not take it ill it they quitted Her De- 


fence, ſince” they had been ſo unkindly and ungratefully uſed. 


I ſhalt cohelude wich chis general Remark. / Ir is eaſy to obſerve; though we 
have been a People almoſt hurried on to Ruin by our inteſtine Diſtractions; yer 
the remarkable Conduct of the Queen, in tempering her Government with ſo much 


Moderation, has been Hke a Charm to all our Hears and Animoſites; and how 


happy would it be if the Iufluence of ſo bright an Example ſhould ſpread an en- 
tire Conqueſt over them } It is ſucli a Preſident to ſucceeding Princes, as will be 
2 ſtand ing Copy to inſtruct them in the Arr of Government. Theſe: Times of 
Moderation have ſo far opened che Eyes of the People, that they are bettel able 
to form a Jud ment wherein their true Tacereſt lies, They have had a diſtin 

of the different Effects of the Principles of abſolute. beg and of 
thoſe which ate ſuited ro maintain the Conſtirution with all its de 


antages. 
The ficſt would have fubjeRed-bur Property to the arbitrary and uncertain plea- 


ure of the Prince, and have over-· turn d our Laws, by which it is ſecured. The 
latter limits the Exerciſe of Mottarchy,' as the Conſtitution directsʒ whereby a'l-- | 
the juſt Rights of che People are preſerv'd. This happy Conſtiturion of Go- 
vernment was almoſt ſubverted by dn extravagant Prerogarive; wiyrh bid Rich 


a Defiance to the Fundamental Laws and Statue of the Land, aF was evident 
they were no Security to the Lives and Liberties of the Subject: Sd that there 


was no Poſſibility of eſcaping chis Deluge of Arbitrary Power, and ſettling the 
Conſtiturion bn its proper B2ſis, bit by reducing the Supreme Power within the 
Boundaries of the Laws. This was happ acconipliſh d by the fate glorious 
Revolution, which was brought about by ſuch Principles as the Church of Scot- 
lam, and Diſſenters in Ela 


have always maintain d. It was theſe Principles 
which laid the Foundation of our preſent Settlement, ſeared King WiHliam on 


the Throne, paved: the Way for his glorious Succeſſor, our Sovereign Queen 
Aw. e fans ben and cut off all the Claims of a Popiſh 


Pretender. Who then can be truer Friends to Her Ma'eſty, than ſuch as have 
maintain'd thoſe Principles on which the preſent Settlement is founded? The 
Epiſeopal Clergy in Scotland refuſe ail Submiſſion to it, and ſo openly declare 

themſelves in the Intereft of rhe Pretender, as would provoke Her Majeſty's - 
ſerereſt Reſentments, was not her Government tempered with uncommon Mid- 


enters in their bloody Commoti- 
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chey may ſeem to Her Majeſty's Government, yet it is to be fear'd that thoſe im I 
- ſo vigorcuſly appear'd againſt the Act of Settlement, have hardly renounc'@ ©. 7 
choſe Principles, which may, when occaſion ſerves, prove deſtructive to cut Liber« /- "3 
ries. Therefore, how odly-ſoever the Presbyterians may be repreſented, the 
are Her Majeſties ſincere Friends, both in Scotland and England ; that ſo it "PM 1 
apparent che preſent Incapacity they labour under, is a real Diſſerivee to Herr 
Y i Majeſty, and a weakening the Foundation of the Proteſtant Succeſſion: 'Beſides, 
3 . it makes room for Men of arbitrary and narrow Principles to work their own Ads - 
_ . IB | | vancages by our Diviſions, who want neither Art nor Induſtry to carry on their” , 
14 fatal Deſigns agaifift us. There would, be the leſ: Reaſon to fear, were all the 
1 | Members of the Church of Eng/and as united in their Civil Intereſt as the Presbys». 
4 18 | terians in England and Scotland are. But it is notorious they are not: Some of 
4 1:18 * them ſtill hold the Doctrines of Paſſive Obedience and Non-Refiſtance, as taught 
i [= 3 in the late Reigns; others are for reconciling thoſe Doctrines with the Principles of 
| the Revolution; others are againſt choſe unreaſonable Maxims, as prejudicial 'to - 
Her Majeſty's Intereſt, and the Safety of the Kingdom. To act upon Revoluticn 
Principles is ec rtainly the only conducive Means for the Security of our reiht 3 
Happineſs, This is confirm'd by Her Majeſty's own Opinion, in her Anſwer to 
| | the Addreſs of the Houfe of Lords: Which is thus. I muſt always plage m 
by chief Dependance upon thoſe who have given ſuch repeated Proofs of the 7 
| Warmth and Concern for the Support of the Revelution, Security of my Perſon, and 
MR” of the' Proteſtant Succeſſion, A great number of the Church of England are ot 
| quite different Sentiments, and have acted fo ſtrictiy purſuant to their old 
+ Principles, as has given a conſiderable Check to the Succeſs of our Councils, and 
all along has been a Clog to our Affairs, and a cauſe of, all the Miſmanagements 
in the Adminiſtration. Who is it then can be rely'd on? A Churchman, who has 
-cook the Teſt, and yet a ſecret Enemy to the State; or a Presbyterian, who can- 
not bring his Conſcience ro every Ceremonial Complyance, but yer an inſepa- 
.rable Friend ro the Queen and Government. A Churchman, as is evident, 
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| ON | do's not always harmonize with the preſent Intereſt of rhe Nation; but tlie 
0 þ Presdyterjans do, without exception. Therefore, while the Goverr ment is con- 
h fin d to this Party., ir ſtands on a broken Foundation, which can't be more effe- 
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ctually ſupported, than by changing this . Teſt into a Zivil one; where; 
by the Kingdom would be ſecured againſt all the hidden Artifices of its Ene- 
mies, and let in to its Aſſiſtance thoſe who are known to be Cordial Friends. 
Without this the Scots may truly ſuppoſe their Condition to be defenceleſs, and 
lye too expoſed to the Invaſion of Prelatical Power; and that they are to ex- 
pect no better Treatment than Engliſh Den who are ſo induſtriouſly kept 1 
out of Places of Truſt, that the Occaſional Bill ſeems to be as effectually execu 
ted as if — 1 really Paſs'd : And how this will comport with the Preſervation 
of che UniGn, it is eaſy to imagine. 5 +, of 
I ſhall exerciſe your Patience no further, only be affured J am fully per- 
ſwaded, that what I have here offercd is for the Honour of God and the Intereſt 
of my Country: So conclude, begging 1 ou to make an Allowance for all the 
Imperfections you find, and to believe the hearty Sincerity of, . 
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